Food Sharing Laws in California

My business wants to donate food, but we are afraid of
liability. What if someone gets sick and try to sue us?

All good! You are protected by the Federal Good Samaritan Food
Donation Act (Public Law 104-210). You can’t be sued for giving free
food away, unless you intentionally hurt someone or show gross
Are you negligence (when you know the food is bad but donate it anyway.)
donating to a
Non-Profit
Organization?

All good! You are protected by the

Are you a Food California Good Samaritan Food
Business or another donation Act (AB-1219). You can
type of Food Facility ? donate food directly to end users

without fear of liability, unless
you intentionally hurt someone or
know the food is bad but donate it
anyway.

What are the risks?

According to a report from the University of Arkansas School of Law, the likelihood of lawsuits for giving food
away is really low or inexistent*. So you are probably fine! Still on the fence ? Donate food to a nonprofit near
you, or move to Canada, where “person-to-person” food donations are also protected against liability.




